State Commission on Judicial Conduct For SCIC use only.

PO Box 12265
Austin, TX 78711-2265
Tel. (512) 463-5533 - Toll Free: (877) 228-5750
Complaint Form
* If vou are filing a complaint about more than one judge, please use a separate form for each judge.
» You may complete this form online before printing.
» Send the completed form and any additional pages or related documents to SCJC.

* Indicates required fields. Please notc that faxed complaints will NC'T be accepted.
“Your name: George Donald Haslam, Jr. “Judge: Eric Clifford
*Mailing Address: 3131 McKinney Avenue, Suite 600 “Court Number: 6th D. Ct.
*City, Statc Zip: Dallas, TX 75204 “City and County: Paris/Lamar
*Date of Birth: 11/05/59
Your Phones: Day (469 ) 333-7055 Evening ( )
Cell/Other (903 ) 739-9221 Best time to call you: any Cam Llem

If your complaint involves a court case, please provide the following information:

Cause Number: Status of your case: L] Pending D Concluded D On appeal

Your attorney: Opposing Attorney:
Address: Address:

City/Zip: City/Zip:

Phone Number(s): Phone Number(s):

PLEASE FILL IN ALL INFORMATION AVAILABLE FOR ANY WITNESSES (attach additional pages as needed)

Name: Gary Young Name: Hon. Gary Brock

Address: 19 N. Main Street. Paris, TX 75460 Address: 109 N. Central, Idabel, OK

Phone Number(s): 903-737-2458 Phone Number(s): 580-286-2171

What did this person witness? What did this person witness?

Young observed Hon. Bill Harris dispute Clifford's Judge Brock will reject Clifford's August 2015 SCJC
August 2015 SCIC testimony that Harris urged Clifford to testimony that Haslam was "banned" by a judge from the
remove Haslam from the Lamar County appointment list. Choctaw County [OK] courtroom. Ever.

If you are submitting documents, please provide copies, not originals.
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[ understand that as part of the Commission's investigation the judge may be provided a copy of this
complaint. Please note + the Commission will do its best to maintain your confidentiality, if you so request.
However, it may not be possible for us to pugsfie our investigation without revealing your identity at some point. If
it is necessary to reveal your identit}/ directlyto the judge, we will advise you before proceeding.

j,*x‘l request thé‘g@ny‘ identity be kept confidential. [ ]y No

N
N N |
*Signature: \W )/ “Date: November)z,/z()ls

How did you hear about the State Commission on Judicial Conduct? (please select one) State Bar of Texas

D Another State agency D News media D Attorney D Friend D Other:

Revised 07/13/2009




Details of Complaint

Please type or print the factual details of your complaint in the space provided below. Please include the
date(s) of the alleged misconduct. If more space is needed, attach additional sheets. Please sign and date
each additional sheet. Your complaint should be as specific as possible, PLEASE DO NOT CITE CASE
LAW IN YOUR COMPLAINT.

“Date(s) of Alleged Misconduct of Judge: August 14, 2015

*Factual Details of your complaint against Judge:

1. Clifford testified under oath to and submitted written answers to written questions promulgated by the SCJC on or
about August 14, 2015. In several places in the written and oral testimony, Clifford testified that the Hon. Bill Harris
[County Court at Law, Lamar County] had travelled to a Dalas hospital in June 2014 to urge Clifford to join him in
removing the undersigned, G. Donald Haslam, Jr., from the fclony appointment wheel. Because the Lamar County
Indigent Defense Plan requres a majority vote of the judges with jurisdiction to hear such cases for attorney removal,
Clifford explained Harris came to him with his own decision for removal and expressly urged Clifford to join him to
achieve the majority required. Clifford testified he agreed with Harris but that Harris must have subsequently taken
the requisite steps to accomplish removal.

This testimony appears to be false. The Texarkana Gazette reported October 18, 2015 it had interviewed Harris
about Clifford's testimony in this regard and Harris flatly denied speaking to Clifford about it in the hopspital or
otherwise participating in this effort. [See attached Exhibit "A"]. Further, Lamar County District Attorney Gary
Young advised the undersigned that Harris came to his office and told him that he had moments carlier ben
interviewed by the Gazette and that he had rejected Clifford's testimony in this regard. Still further, Harris expressly
rejected Clifford's testimony in this regard when asked by the undersigned.

It appears Clifford lied under oath about Harris's involvement in this matter.

2. Clifford testified in the same proceeding that Haslam had been banned from the Choctaw County [Hugo,
Oklahoma] courtroom by a sitting judge.

The undersigned served as de facto public defender in three SE Oklahoma counties from July 2007 through June
2011. Oklahoma adminsiters indigent defense differently than Texas. In 75 of Oklahom's 77 counties, the Oklahoma
Indigent Defense System contracts with private attorneys to defend indigent defendants. These contracts are
competitively bid for.

When the undersigned ["Haslam"] had this contract, he had responsibility for approximately 1500 felonies, 1500
misdemeanors, 100 juvenile delinquent and de minimis traffic matters annually. Haslam eventualy settled into the
daily management of the Choctaw County responsibilities and hired attorneys to staff the remainder. He officed in
Hugo from 2007 to 2011.

The Hon. Jamie Wolfe was the elected District Court Judge in Choctaw County at all times from 2007-2011.,
Oklahoma Courts are of general jurisdiction; Wolfe sat on criminal matters. Because Oklahoma generally proceeds
by information rather than indictment, criminal procedure necessarily involves a full-on evidentiary preliminary
hearing to cstablish probable cause. By statute, if a bindover is accomplished by the State at preliminary hearing a
defendant is re-arraigned before a.second judge who has exclusive jurisdiction through the disposition of the case.
The significance of this backgr nd is that as often as not, another judge besides Wolfe was involved in Haslam's
appearances in Choctaw Cdunt‘y.
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*Printed Name:/G, Dpnald Yalay, Jr. ! _—
N ! -
*Signature: (// S/ N *Date: }\/ 7 o5
' !

o Revised 07/13/2009




Judge Wolfe died in 2014 and is unavailable to tell the SCJC what Haslam knows to be
true: Haslam was never banned from the Choctaw County courthouse. or, for that matter, any
other courthouse anywhere. However, the Hon. Gary Brock was often that second judge
involved in Haslam’s Choctaw County proceedings. As an Associate Judge, Brock was the
workhorse of that three county judicial district including Choctaw, Pushmataha and McCurtian
Counties. While he officed in Idabel in McCurtain County, he routinely traveled weekly to the
other counties to preside over various dockets. He was the regular one of two judges in all of
Haslam’s Choctaw County criminal proceedings and presided over what must be in excess of
200 contested hearings defended by Haslam. He was regularly in the Hugo courthouse and
regularly engaged with Judge Wolfe.

Accordingly, Judge Brock is a reliable voice regarding the abject falschood that Haslam
was ever banned from that courtroom.

In point of fact, there is no procedure for the banning of a lawyer from a courtroom in
Oklahoma. I don’t think it can be done without the forfeiture of a license or some sanction by the
Oklahoma Bar Association that proscribes the practice of law by the sanctioned attorney, as with
a suspension, for example. But Haslam has never been sanctioned by the Oklahoma Bar - ever.
Further, Haslam has never been cited for direct or indirect contempt.

Several lawyers in the SE Oklahoma area are listed hereto as potential witnesses to the
foregoing.

In short, it appears that Clifford lied under oath about the foregoing - this simply did not
happen.

Eric Clifford Complaint
Second Continuation Page



Witness List

1. Hon. Bill Baze, District Judge. Choctaw County, Choctaw County Courthouse, 300 E.
Jefferson, Hugo OK 74743 (580) 326-3384. Judge Baze was the Choctaw County ADA for a
short time while Haslam was public defender there. He has seen been elected judge. He can
address the falsity of the courtroom ban claim.

2. Ms. Laurie K. Pollard, ADA. Lamar County TX, Paris TX 75460 (903) 737-2458. Ms.
Pollard was an ADA in McCurtain County at all times Haslam was PD in that county and two
others. Because her office was the District Attorney over all three counties, she litigated cases in
Jamie Wolfe's courtroom against Haslam from time to time. She can address the falsity of the
courtroom ban claim.

3. Mr. Hack Welch, 307 E. Duke, P.O. Box 320, Hugo OK 74743 (580) 326-8361 [o] and
(580) 372-4841 [cell]. Mr. Welch has been practicing law in Hugo for 40+ years. His office sits
across the street from the courthouse. His father was the judge in Hugo for years. Mr. Welch
was practicing at all times in Hugo from 2007-2011 when Haslam was PD there and can vouch
for the fact that he was never banned from this courtroom or any other as far as he knows.

Eric Clifford Complaint
Second Continuation Page



Exhibit “A”
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TEXAS | 6th DISTRICY
Judge makes claims while facing bevy of complaints

« Conduect panel reprimands Clifford; he issues allegations of
drunkenness, mental illness against DA, defense attorney

BY LYNN LAROWE
TEXARKANA GAZETTE

ONLINE

To read the Texas Commission on Judictal Condact’s public yeprimand of Judge Clifford or
listen to audio recordings, follow the lnks at the end of this story.

Sixth District Judge breie € e area district attorney drinks excessively and

described a delense altorney s having mental problems during an appearance in August
before the Texas Commnission

Pachiviad Conduet

Clifford’s presence before e commission was meant 1o give hun a chance to tell his side
concerning a bevy of complainis ab His conduct gince 2004 when he assumed the bench

that serves Red River and Lanuy counties. The commission on Sept. 5 issued a ninepage

public reprimand of Chifford for awide range ol wisconduct

Chfford did not return calls from the Govelio lash wook,

Because the reprimand was madde public. the complaints leading to i, supporting
documents and an audio recording of Chifford’s sworn testimony given before the commission

<

Aug. 14 are public records as well,

“Weve gota problem with our dstricr attorney, who s drinking too much,” Clifford said of
Lamar County District Attorney Gary Young. Young did nol personally file a complaint
against Clifford. However, il of the eniminal cases referenced in the commission's Sept. 5
reprimand involve Young or wc assistant district attorney he supervises. Clifford testified the
Lamar County District Attorney s Office is 1111;@&;‘15&&5& to local law enforcement,

“They wort't unswer the phone at my Chtoed e "They won't assist law enforeement in

any form or fashion.”
Young expressed dismay at Chftord’s conuments.

T nol sure swhal any of these statemonts E;L‘zw to doovath the allegations against him. His

credibility 1s lg king,” w that an ‘\.*Ew.*tv«;i uﬁiz i i would choose to

fash out at another eleciod

5 z%‘w one accused of wrongdoing”

Young said he is always on call Pars, Texas, Chiel of Police Bob Hundley agreed.
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‘I don’t know of a time that | nave called Gary been able to contact him,’
Hundley said. “As far as our guvs talking to the attornevs (in the Lamar ioun v Distriet

1

Attorney’s Office) on cases they re worki 1.1 have never heard of problems.”

Clifford claimed in the hearmg that Lamar County Courl at Law Judge Bill Harris is

writing. or helping to author, seaveh warrants hecause the District Attorney's Office won’L

“I'may approve or sign thenn but Dinot drafting them,” Harris saxd. T haven't written a

search warrant since Teft the DS Ofiee to become judge ™

Harris also denied having anvthing to do with removing Paris lawver Don Haslam from the
list of attorneys who receive appomtmenis o felony eases nvolving defendants too poor 1o
hire a lawyer on their own. Haslam tled a number of complaints against Clifford, many of
which are listed in the veprimand as exampies of Clifford’s mise mnimt

Haslam’s career includes serviee as the managing public defender for a multicounty distriet
i Oklahoma belore moving (o Paris,

“Iwas the public defendoer in Pash (Pushmataha). Choetaw and MceCurtain counties from
2007 to 20t Dwas responsible for the defense of abont 1,200 f{f.mz.wf»; a year in those counties
and as many misdenmeanors, 1 xnew mdigeney law very well when 1 started in Paris in 2012,”
Haslam said.

Haslam said he could not stay silent when Clittord threatened defendants with higher bonds

and more time in lockup i thee didn't igree Lo fork aver cash for o lawver. And when cases

ended with a plea. Hashim spoke up against Chifford’s practice of ordering attorney fees
wéiEmm aline item aceounting ol the <>\p<>z"w‘('«: called a "bill of costs,” as requived by law. The
8. Constitution guarantees indigent defendants a lawver at no cost,

&

Haslam said the more he objected, the fewer cowrt appointments he received (rom Clifford.
In June 2013, Clifford’s assistant sent an email to Lamar Countv's distriet elerk directing that
Haslam's name be romoved from the fod i cnt it untin his current caseload was

depleted. Chifford told the commssion he did

this i ceause Hastam had loo many cases, bul
court records show that at the e, Haslam had only one active felony case in Clifford’s court,
a case on which he had been retained, not appointed.

i

“Frankly, he has veal, realsmental problems,” Clifford sid of Haslam.

Haslam filed o enil righy
spectator at a criminal trial Upon observing the woman mouth axm*{is to the defendant,

Clifford ovrdered she be searclhod.

lewsnit fn Juneary 2ot on benadl of o owoman who was a

Atemale police officer strip-searched the woman and made

her “squat and cough.”

In June 2014, Chifford permanentiy removed Haslam's name from the felony appointment

< hospital recovering from mjuries he sustained in a scooter

Haslam off the bst of lowvers eligible {or court-

g

accident when '1'1;‘11‘{;\5«’ miuxi b
appointed cases.

“Judge Harris came oves T has gotten to the pont where T ean't deal with him

crd testilied. "Harres x;ﬂd iw\; g0l to iw. 1‘§fme;n-‘ed. and

(Haslam) in any form or fashion.
Tsaid, You gotit, Bill. 1 guess Harris called over there and said, "Take him oft.

Harris said ne doesn't yecaud n.i'igs.‘uy:;mg; Haslam during the bospital visit and dentes having
SRAlEriye Sy and= 1948505 16&midindex=08&mid=2 0 0 1. 2%
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anvthing to do with removing Haslam's name ony appointment hst. Harris said he

continues to regularty ¢ pgwi t Hasiam to ehild-costody cases,

o

s

why he assigns substantially more cases to Paris lawver

1
1

The commission asked Chifford
David Turner than to any other lawvers. Court appointments are to be made in even rotation
among the lawvers who have metl the requirements for placement on the court-appointment

list. From July 2013 to September 2014, Turner was paid more than $82,000, the most of
any lawver, for court-appointed work, while Haslam was paid about $30,000.

ving favorites with courl appointments and
spoinbment wheel violates Lamar County’s

The commission (o

his removal of Haslam from e fotony court iy

i
§

Indigent Defense Plan. To remove an attorney Irom the felony-appointment list, a majority
vote ot the county's three judges 1s required.

Clifford told the commission he pwé**s’&a o ammsim Turner to murder cases because he
believes cases are less likely (o be overturned on appeal i Tarner handles them. But Clifford’s
statements don't meshowith Turner's record. 'Efixz'm:g‘ was tound to be inelfective i a Fannin
County murder case in 2006, and the defendant's <‘i’;1§\,'§('3103§ was tossed out by the Court of
Criminal Appeals. In “findings of fact” concerning Randall Walsh's guilty plea to murder,
Turner's mishandling of the case is tenized.

Turner told Walsh that f he didan' ;xinmi guilty and ;wm:pi o 3s-vear prison term,
prosecutors could up the charges to capital murder and seck Uie death penalty—which was a
misstalement of the law. When Walsh stated at sentencing that the shooting leading to the
murder charge had been an acadent, Turmer fatled Lo stop the hearing and ask Walsh what he
meant. Accidental shootings wight result i a lesser ¢ §u e, ;A:ur,.'l'z as mansiaughter, or in no
charges at all. Haslam has neve

rheen found ineffective,

Clifford maintained before the commission that Turner s the best lawver for “major cases.”
Chfford said he cannot appoint Paris bowver Jerry Covle, who s on the Lamar County felony-
appointment list, to sex abuse or murder cases because they will “come right back on appeal.”

Coyle said that while he has nol defended @ murder case. he has handled sexual-abuse
CUses,

Chfford’s appomtment of Turner extends bevond muarder and sexual assault. The
commission questioned Chiford about several cases, including David Neeley's, Neeley was
arrested on a possession of cocane charge while riding Clifford’s scooter, Clifford appointed
Turner and signed off on probation when Neeleyv's case landed on his docket. Neeley worked

on Clifford’s collection of cavs and Tived o Cliffard’s abrpluse hangar for a few weeks.

While Neelev mav have golien o hreak |
other defendants navent beer ~o i,
and demanded that a motion to revoke Jason Baker's probation be filed after a relative of
Baker's complained to Clifford that Baker was “flunking” his drug tests.

ool s peesonal relationship with the judge,
1
I8

o

gdd the chiet of the probalion departinent

Young, the prosecutor and Haslam, who wmwnnm Balker, agreed Baker would serve the
remainder of his probation i i:»*“ ifter learning of Chifford’s contact with the probation chief
and of Clifford’s independent investigation. 11 hen the case was called Aug. 20, 2012, Clifford
‘ i ollicer e the stand, questioning him

refused to accept the plea Baker's probatio

as a prosecutor would.
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artole - Al el Mad

When questioned by the conmission, Clifford said he was, “mad,” admitted he had become
tou involved and, "reasoned s 2.i‘x,‘{1<’>1}ﬁi were necessary because Paris isoa small town

Clifford eventually agreed to recuse himsell from Baker's case.

Baker’s is not the on h case trom which Clifford has had to step down because of public
statements he's made or “ex parte” conversations he s had regarding a defendant.

Among those cases is one yvoiving the fatal Sh{,ﬁsf}ii.ﬁ},‘; of a husband by his wife.

Clifford made statements ot a local Kiwanis Club meeting such as, “Some people need to be
killed,” and said “the state will never ger an indictiment” for Kathleen Erskine. Erskine was
indicted, the case was assigned to Clifford, Clifford appointed Turner, and the charge was
reduced to manslaughter. Clifford agreed Lo recuse himself in Erskine’s case after the Kiwanis
statements came under public serutine

Clifford recused himselt from Jessica Mitchell's felony druy case alter the Distriet
Attorney’s Office became aware Cliltord had invited her and her son to visit him at his hangar,
promised not to send hor to prison and offered to take care of her, and told her that he has
sleep apnea.

¥

“Inever told her that,” Clitford said of sleep aprea. "Bul it was pretty common knowledge in
the courthouse when [wenl Lo sicep in the courtroom une dav.”

Clifford admitted appointing Turner to Mitehell's case without cheeking to see which lawver
came up next on the appomiment sl

Clifford’s reprimand includes nomerons case examples that led the commission to conclude
“that legitimate concerns aboul e nudee's m‘z;inwh:zam were ratsed” and that lis conduet
“constituted willlul and; or persistentviolalions™ of the code of conduet judges must follow.

Mark Lesher, an attorney with offices in Texarkana and Mount Pleasant, recently filed
motions in Red River County m;m;x that Clifford be removed tfrom 12 pem:img criminal cases.
A copy of Clifford’s public reprunand s attached to cach motion as an exhibit, The motions
argue that Clifford’s .;u;};,sfis;mm' socmestionable and that Clifford has “a personal bias or
prejudice concerning counsel. i than Juedge Chfford lkelv suspeets that counsel participated

in the complaint that led o the public reprimand.

Lesher said Clitford bas denied the motions. That means the administrative judge serving
the region must decide, or appoint another judge to dectde, i Clhitford should be allowed 1o
preside over those cases,

Clifford’s public reprimanc has fed him Jer s a director of Lamar National
tord was using s title as judge o promote the bank, a

Bank, The commission founa that ¢
private business. Clifford gave a lengthy statenient to the bank explaining that while he knew
his service on the bs;md was prohibited. he continued o do so to look after his family's
interest in the bank, which was m:réi; more than $10 million. Clifford said he receives about
$250,000 annually frout the bank

5

Despite that income and jus state a;u;a:‘} of about srio.ooo Cliftord was sued by Lamar
County for failing to pav moore than $37.000 W property tuxes due 2010, 2011 and 2012,

The commission did not address Clitford's delinguent taxes, but it did reprimand him for
using his position as judge o demand that @ neighbor pay him for veterinary bills and for
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threatening a law enforcement officer,

Clifford’s term expires Dec. 31 2016, He has not publicly announced whether he will seek a
third term.

lo view a PDI of the Texas Commission on Judicial Conduct’s public reprimand of
Clifford, visit texarkanagazetic. com and click on Supporting Documents above this story.
For an audio recording of Clifford’s appearance before the commission and a second
recording related o« purt of that testimony. visit soundcloud.com/evan-lewis-
334500402/50ts/ judge-cric-cliftord.
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