
Judge Clifford needs to bow out gracefully
By: 1!s Iliror -'l ii)iirrii ra (;ruell,'

Sometimes i t  is necessary to state t l ie obvious, l f  only to shou/ i t  didn't  fa I  on deaf ears.

To that end, res dents of Real Rivef and Lamalr coLrnties need fo f ind a rew l istrrci  lLrdqe

It would be nice f he would jusL step down now. Or, less opi imaily, decde not to run for another ternl.

But short of those outcomes, voters shou d seek out an opponent lo chal lenqe him, and then actuai ize thelr unhapplness
with his f lawed jurisprudence when they qo to the pol ls. iet him hear the rumble of voter drscontent in a landsl ide defeat.

Not only is 6th Distr ict Judqe Fric Cl i f ford ha!nted by past fai l ings, but tho$e fai l lnqs have left  him ineffectual golng
forward.

These fai l ings have been well-  C ocu rnented. I i  Seplernber, the'r.exas Comnrss o or: ludicra CcndLrct rssued a nlne-page
publjc reprimand related to h s conduct. t f  on y one or two nrssteps ,, !ere noteL,, n d\,1.e d ir t t le forg veness lvould be in
order. But Cl i f ford, who has been on this lrench since 2009, had Lo defenC rimselt aqalnst a lalrndry l ist of mistakes, and
his responses to Lhe com.nssion did noLhinq lo restore confideicf i  rn his abi l i ty to ad]udicate erfect lveiy. To many
onlookers, he seemed incl ined to lust brush astde these lransgresslorls, or marqlnal ize then' l

Among the f indlngs to reprimand oLtt l inedi H(: madc inappropriatc pLrbl ic comrrents dbout cases pending in his court,
used his judicial t i t le to promote his private business rnterests, threatened a aw enforcernent off icer and piayed favorites
when appoint ing la!/yers to crimina cases.

Examples were many, both ln the courtroom and outsde t,  and lTe frequenty b arr--d court offrcrals and others when he
defended himself in lhe front of the commission-

Since then, things have gone from bad to worse. Comme ts Cli f ford made about Lamai Counly's dlstrct attorney and
practicing attorneys in Red Rrver and Lamar coLrnles, as wel as the reprimand r,self ,  are cited in dozens of mo|ons for
Cli f ford to recuse himself.  Thirty of these cases aTe in Lanla. County; 13 are i f i  Red R;ver County

Wh;b some lawyers worry about Cl i f ford's perceived bias rn genefal,  others worry they n19ht not get a fair shake i f  he
thinks they complained about hirn to the Comffr lss on on ludicial Cond!rct,  r /hether they d d or" fot.

Lamar County Distr ict Attorney Gary Younq, who has f i led the buik of the rec!sal motions in Lamar County, has stated in
motions Lhat Cl i f ford "macle disparaging renrarks aboul lhe eleclcd drsL.r,  L dLLo,nLiy ancl nrs sLaff 'and "has a Dersonal
b las  o  p re jud i ce  aoa i r s I  t ne  l am. ] ,  Co rn_v  A  ' o ' 1ev  s  O f ' c r -

Another lawyer, Mark Lesher, states in a recusai lr lolon that C i f ford iras a 'personal bras or pfej!dce concerning counsel.
in that . ludge Cli f ford l ikely suspecfs ihat counsel partrc patcd In the complalnt lhaf leal lo the aub rc reprimand."

Cli f ford's strained relat ionship with lhe DA's Off ice, and the al lefnai ive hand inq cf the many cases over whrch he wil  now
not preside, wi l l  drag the judiciaL systeriL of thls .ounty down. Sorn-.body ids to hear t lrese .ases. That somebocly has to
ge t  pa id . I h i s  i s  noL  t he  way  t he  l ega l  sys ten r  i s  supposed  l o  i un

If his act ions that sparkcd the pubic rcprirnafd do not in ancj cFt Ll"em!elvcs rse lo :r 'c levei of act ively seeking his
replacement, then th(] lack of cffect iveaess sincc then sho! d

lf  he resigns, the qovernor's off ice wou d name a replacement.

Cli f ford's ternr exp;res Dec. 13, 2014,. But he wil l  have lo decde by the end of lhe yeor whether to seek another term.

Knowing this, voters in these t i$/o Northeast lexas c0!nt ies needed to take h n1 ol l  of offce, f  he doesn't  take himselF
ou t -wh i ch  wou ld  be  t he  hono .ab le  I , hng  f o r  H rs  l l ono r  t o  co
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